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Hibernoma of the Neck

68-YEAR-OLD MAN WITH NO NOTABLE MEDICAL HISTORY PRESENTED WITH

left cervical swelling that had been slowly increasing in size for 3 years. The

patient was afebrile. The physical examination was unremarkable except for
large swelling of the left side of the neck (Panel A), which caused limited mobility
of the neck. The neck mass was firm, mobile, and nontender. There was no sur-
rounding lymphadenopathy, and there were no signs of compression. Computed
tomography revealed that the mass was heterogeneous and measured 27 cm by 16 cm
by 17 cm (Panel B). A diagnosis of liposarcoma was considered, given the patient’s
age and the size of the mass. Histologic examination of a specimen obtained by
surgical biopsy revealed features consistent with a hibernoma. Hibernomas are
uncommon, benign soft-tissue tumors that histologically mimic brown fat. The
most common anatomical locations of hibernomas are the neck, axillae, mediasti-
num, and periaortic and perirenal zones. The patient underwent total resection of
the mass (Panel C); further histologic studies showed lobules of various sizes with
many adipocytes and fat vacuoles and no atypical cells. At the 6-month follow-up,
there had been no recurrence.

DOI: 10.1056/NEJMicm1106191
Copyright © 2012 Massachusetts Medical Society.

N ENGLJ MED 367;17 NEJM.ORG OCTOBER 25, 2012

The New England Journal of Medicine

Downloaded from nejm.org by NICOLETTA TORTOL ONE on October 24, 2012. For personal use only. No other uses without permission.

Copyright © 2012 Massachusetts Medical Society. All rights reserved.



