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IMAGES IN CLINICAL MEDICINE

The Hairy Eyeball — Limbal Dermoid

Leili Pourafkari, M.D. mass in his right eye that had been present since birth but had gradually
Tabriz Universi ) ) increased in size. He did not have pain, but the mass caused vision defects,
abriz University of Medical Sciences R . A X K .

Tabriz, Iran mild discomfort on blinking, and the intermittent sensation of the presence of a
foreign body. Physical examination revealed a white, ovoid mass, 5 mm by 6 mm,
that straddled the inferotemporal limbus (Panel A), with several black hairs (Panel B).
Visual acuity was 20/20 in the left eye and 20/60 in the right eye. Intraocular pres-
sure was normal. The differential diagnoses included limbal dermoid, foreign-body
granuloma, atypical pterygium, and corneal scar. The appearance of the mass, with
hairs present, was indicative of limbal dermoid. The lesion was excised, and lamellar
keratoplasty was performed for cosmetic reasons. Pathological findings confirmed
the diagnosis of limbal dermoid. As expected, there was little improvement in visual
acuity after surgery because of the amblyopia and induced astigmatism.
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