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A 48-year-old woman who had worn a hearing aid in her left ear 
for many years presented to the emergency department with severe otalgia 
of 1 day’s duration. Bloody otorrhea in the left ear was noted after the hear-

ing aid was removed. Physical examination showed a fruit-fly larva moving in the 
left external auditory canal (see video). The skin over the floor of the auditory canal, 
close to the eardrum, was eroded. The larva was removed uneventfully, and the 
patient received topical antibiotic treatment with ofloxacin. The otalgia resolved 
immediately, and 2 weeks after treatment, the erosion in the left auditory canal was 
completely healed.
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